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10 Tips for taking Great Photos for Social Media (and some examples) 

People connect with pictures faster than words, and they remember them better too. 

Great photographs don’t just communicate what’s going on, they make viewers feel like they are 
part of the action – and the impact of social means a great image can mean the difference 
between 25 people or 25 000 people hearing about our campaign.  

How to Take a Great Campaign Photo 

1. On social media it’s more effective to pick one really good photo than several ordinary 
ones. Take lots of photos but post just the best one – often group shots work best. 

2. Digital cameras are ideal, but phones are very good too. Have your camera set to high 
quality. 

3. Turn your phone sideways and take pictures in landscape orientation. 
4. Make sure the picture tells a great story without a caption, eg show people wearing ARM 

shirts at a stall on a Saturday morning, painting a banner, getting signatures at a train 
station or a group in front of ARM corflutes. 

5. Take your time and set the scene, eg you might move some furniture to get a less 
cluttered background. Take lots of images have a play with posing and angles. 

6. Eyes and faces are hugely important. When you’re taking a group picture, ask people to 
stand in close and focus on their faces. Don’t be afraid to direct people where to stand or 
to get in closer. 

7. Action shots are more often more visually interesting that people standing still – show 
engagement and reactions as this can influence how people respond to the image. 

8. Consider the lighting – if you’re outside in general it’s best to keep the light behind you so 
the subjects of your photo are not in shadow.  

9. If you’re inside, use stability rather than flash to improve a lighting. Improvise a tripod by 
resting on an object or even a friend’s shoulder! 

10. We need to show that ARM has grassroots campaigners all over Australia so if there is a 
famous local feature or signage that makes it clear where you are, try and include it.  

Sharing the photo with ARM by email 

Send the best 3 or 4 images as attachments to photos@republic.org.au. Let us know where and 
when they were taken and what the event was. If you’re having trouble let us know at this 
address. 

Permission to be photographed 

People who are identifiable in photos should be asked for permission to allow us to publish the 
image. If an identifiable person is under 18, their guardian should be asked. This can be done 
informally – if you’re holding an event you can put a notice up or make an announcement asking 
anyone who doesn’t want to be photographed to let you know, or you can ask before taking a 
photo “is it ok if I take your photo to use in the campaign?”. 
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